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hen the topic of conversation turns to very compact

handguns, the caliber most often mentioned is the

.380 ACP, followed by the 9mm Parabellum and the
o .38 Special. Larger calibers need not apply.

While there are some very good handguns made in the .36-caliber -
range, I suppose I'm somewhat of a Luddite in that I prefer large cali- / ".J’ZZ/ / {/ 7"
bers. I agree with Elmer Keith, who said, “Big bullets let in a lot of air ;
and let out a lot of blood.” Besides that, a shot to the central nervous
system is what incapacitates bad guys quickly.

I realize that the most important component is shot placement
and “small” rounds will work. But when you're moving, the bad guy is
moving, and the background is in a constant state of flux, getting a hit
on any piece of the target may involve as much luck as skill.

The choice is either going with a smaller handgun in an equally
smaller caliber or going big, right?

Not necessarily.

I recently requested and received a Kahr PM45 for test and evalu-
ation. Although smaller than many other compact pistols, it is cham-
bered for .45 ACP, as its name implies.

Kahr PM45

The PM45 is available in four versions: blue steel slide, stainless slide,
and with or without night sights in either finish. The test pistol had the By DENNY HANSEN
stainless slide with night sights (SKU PM4543N). '

The slide has been dehorned, with the only sharp edge on the top
leading edge of the ejection port. The front of the slide has been bev-
eled on both sides. The serrations at the rear of the slide are sharp
enough to ensure positive grasping, but not so sharp as to abrade skin
or clothing.

Sights are of the three-dot type. Both front and rear sights are
mounted in dovetails and are drift adjustable. The frame—regardless
of model—is manufactured from a black polymer. There are stainless
steel inserts that the slide runs on at the back of the frame and on ei-
ther side of the dustcover. Very aggressive checkering is molded into
the frontstrap and arched backstrap.
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The frame is designed so the slide is
as close to the hand as possible, which
helps reduce felt recoil. In my average-
sized hand, both the magazine release
and slide lock could be manipulated
without changing my grip on the pistol.

The only safety on the PM45 is a pas-
sive striker block. Although Kahr states
that the extractor on all their pistols—
except the P380—protrudes and can be
used as a loaded chamber indicator, the
extractor protrusion on the PM45 is so
minimal that using it for a chamber in-
dicator is useless. I don’t have a problem
with that and would prefer to perform a
manual loaded chamber check anyway.

The PM45 comes in a fitted hard case
and includes two magazines, a trigger
lock, and manual.

CAPACITY
If there is a downside to the PM45 at first
glance, to many it would be the “low”
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Left side of PM45. Slide lock and magazine release
can be manipulated without losing firing grip.




—1 DIMINUTIVE DYNAMITE

Right side of PM45.

At the distances it will likely
be employed, it is more than
accurate enough to accomplish
the task at hand, and if needed
can hit reliably out to 25 yards.

Above: Front sight is fitted into a dovetail and is drift adjustable
for windage.

Left: Sights are of the three-dot type. Night sights are an option.
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capacity. Total rounds in the pistol are five in the
magazine plus one chambered.

Consider, however, that the PM45 is roughly
the same size as a “]” frame revolver, which
many citizens rely on as a handgun they can
carry easily in the front pocket of a pair of
trousers. In fact, the PM45 fits the same
Tuff Products Pocket-Roo holster that
usually carries my Ruger LCR. Add
the fact that the PM45 packs six
rounds instead of five, is cham-
bered for .45 ACP instead of .38
Special, and is faster to reload, : /
and the “capacity problem” is s T . g e lock from right to left, de-
truly not much of an issue. s £y press and hold the trigger, and

With no external safeties to cause : b push the slide off the frame.
confusion under stress, the PM45 T R Now push the Tecoil spring
would also serve well as a back-up gun Ry : and guide forward and off the bar-
either for peace officers or private citizens. The pistol rel lug. Push the barrel slightly forward
does not have a magazine safety. and remove it from the bottom of the slide.

Reassemble in reverse order. While I had the PM45 disas-
DISASSEMBLY sembled, I noticed two things worth mentioning. The first is

The PM45 disassembles quickly and easily for cleaning. After  the recoil spring.
removing the magazine and ensuring the chamber is empty, The bane of compact—and particularly subcompact—.45
pull back slightly on the slide until the mark on the slide lines  pistols is the recoil spring. Due to how fast the slide runs on
up with the corresponding mark on the frame. Push out the  these small guns, a single spring can often lose enough power

ront of slide is beveled. Entire
pistol is dehorned.




— DIMINUTIVE DYNAMITE

to make them have malfunctions in
as few as 500 to 600 rounds. One way
to solve this is to replace the spring on
a regular basis, especially if the pistol is
carried for defense.

Abetter way is to use a dual recoil spring
such as the one utilized by the PM45, as
they are much more durable.

The other item worth mentioning is that
the ramp on the barrel has a mirror finish. This
helps function not only the initial feeding be-
cause it is smoother, but a smooth finish will not
accumulate fouling as much as a rougher finish.

FIELD EVALUATION
I took 23 different loads to the range to chronograph
and perform initial accuracy testing. They consisted
of 21 factory loads from seven different manufactur-
ers, and two handloads.

I performed 20-round strings with each load to establish
the average velocity (see table). In front of the chronograph,
I placed a target ten yards downrange so I could combine
the accuracy testing. Firing the PM45 slowly and deliberately

PM45 does not have a larger footprint than a .38 Snubby, has a
higher capacity, and fires the .45 ACP.

PM45 completely field stripped.

62

Barrel’s feed ramp is highly polished.

over the chronograph screens, the pis-

tol turned in three groups. The Kahr

PM45 has a very workable trigger, es-

pecially for a striker-fired pistol.

About halfway through the initial
testing, I had several fail to eject mal-
functions and several ejected cases hit me
in the face. These were not the fault of the

PM45. Apparently I've been spoiled by all-steel
guns, so I became a little too comfortable with the

PM45 and was limp-wristing it enough to cause
the malfunctions and straight-back ejections.
After concentrating on correcting the op-
erator error, I had no further malfunctions,
with the pistol gobbling up everything I fed it,
from Double Tap 255-grain Equalizer +P to my
200-grain lead semiwadcutter handloads. The
PM45’s manual states that the pistol should not be consid-
ered reliable until it has fired 200 rounds. I agree that any de-
fensive firearm should prove itself before being relied upon,
but the PM45 ran well from the very beginning.

I fired the initial 460 rounds in about two and a half hours,
and the palm and web of my right hand were beginning to
ache after firing this amount of ammo—some of it +P loads—
in such a short time. It was similar to shooting .38 +P out of a
snubnose revolver—doable but not exactly pleasant.

I went out the next day and put another 300 rounds through
the PM45, but this time ran multiple target, barricade, and
shooting and moving drills. Out to about 15 yards the Kahr,
in my hands, was capable of five-inch groups. At 25 yards, the
pistol kept all shots within an eight-inch circle. I honestly did
not expect much more from a 3.24-inch barrel and the short 4
3/4-inch sight radius.

With a firm grip, I also fired it one-handed with no prob-
lems. But a loose grip (limp wrist) caused a few failure-to-
eject malfunctions.

» SPECIFICATIONS

KAHR PM45

MANUFACTURER  Kahr Arms
i MODEL  PM45 (PMA4543N) :
' OPERATION DAO
CALIBER .45 ACP __
Uty R
OVERALLLENGTH  5.79inches %
HEIGHT 4.49 inches
_ WEIGHT (empty)  17.3 ounces 2
i WIDTH 1.01 inches
BARREL LENGTH 3.24 inches, 1:56 twist, gglygonal rifling
I FINISH Black polymer frame, stainless q[eel slide
SIGHTS  Three-dot, with tritium inserts
MAGAZINES Two five;rouﬁd magazines included
 SUGGESTED RETAIL  $974.00
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CONCLUSIDNS

Overall T was pleased with the performance
of the PM45. At the distances it will likely be
employed, it is more than accurate enough to
accomplish the task at hand, and if needed can hit
reliably out to 25 yards.

If T were to buy it—and I just might—I would probably
knock off some of the high spots on the front and backstraps.

Reliable, large caliber and doesn’t make a larger footprint
than the five-shot Snubby ... I couldn’t find anything I didn’t
like about the PM45 for a concealed-carry pistol.

If you want a compact pistol that fires a .45, check out the
Kahr PM45.

» AMMUNITION PERFORMANCE

BRAND LOAD VELOCITY (fps)

American Eagle 230-gr. FMJ 750.5
ASYM 185-gr. Tac-XP +P 934.4
ASYM 230-gr. Bonded JHP 802.1
AYSM 230-gr. FMJ 710.7
Black Hills 185-gr. JHP 918.0
Black Hills 185-gr. Tac-XP 859.6
Black Hills 200-gr. Lead SWC 756.7
Black Hills 230-gr. JHP 752.2
Black Hills 230-gr. FMJ 784.7
Double Tap 230-gr. FMJ Match 853.9
Double Tap 255-gr. Equalizer +P 803.9
Federal 165-gr. Guard Dog JHP 902.2
Federal 165-gr. Hydra-Shok 875.3
Federal 185-gr. JHP 855.8
Federal 230-gr. JHP 746.5
Hornady 185-gr. FTX 921.5
Hornady 230-gr. TAP CQ +P 841.6
Hornady 230-gr. TAP FPD +P 761.2
Taurus 185-gr. HEX 895.3
Winchester 230-gr. PDX1 Defender 846.2
Winchester 230-gr. FMJ 691.1
Handload 200-gr. Lead SWC 791.2
Handload 230-gr. Lead RN 805.3

Velocities obtained with PACT Professional Chronograph, 20-round strings
with first screen 10 feet from muzzle. Elevation 4,843 feet, 84 degrees,
77% humidity.

Results of five
rounds rapid fire
from ten yards.
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Front and back straps have very
aggressive molded-in checkering.

KAHR ARMS
(845) 652-8535
www.kahr.com

ASYM PRECISION AMMUNITION
(970) 385-7900
WWW.asym-ammo.com

BLACK HILLS AMMUNITION
(605) 348-5150
www.black-hills.com

DOUBLE TAP AMMUNITION
(866) 357-10MM
www.doubletapammo.com

FEDERAL CARTRIDGE COMPANY
(800) 322-2342
www.federalcartridge.com

HORNADY MFG. CO.
(800) 338-3220
www.hornady.com

PACT ING.
(800) 722-8462
www.pact.com

TAURUS INT’L MFG., INC.
(800) 327-3776
www.taurususa.com

TUFF PRODUCTS
(877) 883-3776
www.tuffproducts.com

WINCHESTER AMMUNITION
(615) 258-3340
www.winchester.com
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