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Reviewed by Peter Caroline

1 was very impressed with the first Kahr pistol |
ever saw. In 1995, | was in a gun shop in Tucson,
and spotted this new pistol, the Kahr K9, the first
compact 9mm I'd ever laid eyes on. | had owned a
number of 9mms previously...a Glock, several
Lugers, Walther P38s, Browning P35s, a Radom
and even a Mauser broomhandle. The Kahr was
small and sleek, and the bore axis was lower than
any other 9mm pistol I'd ever handled. Very
impressive, indeed. Unfortunately, | was in the
process of having a new house built, and the
money was tight, so | had to pass.

Years later, at the 2009 SHOT Show, | stopped
by the Kahr booth and saw an even more compact
Kahr, their new P380 pockel pistol. Unlike the
original Kahr K9, it had a polymer frame, but oth-
erwise, the technology and the craftsmanship was
the same. | requested a sample for review. The gun
was a pleasure to shoot, even with Corbon +P
loads, with a very manageable double-action trig-
ger and excellent sights. What was most surprising
was the accuracy, far superior to any other .380
pistol. | decided this one was a keeper, and | sent
a check off to Kahr.

At the 2013 SHOT Show, | saw that Kahr was
offering a new .380 ACP pocket pistol, the
CW380. At first glance, it looked identical to my
P380. There are some differences. The slide stop
lever is Metal Injection Molded, not machined.
The barrel has conventional rifling, not the polyg-
onal rifling of the P380. Lettering is engraved, not
rolled on, and the front sight is pinned in, not
dovetailed. And, it comes with just one maga-
zine, not two. As a result, the MSRP is $419,
which is $230 less than the P380. Naturally, |
was curious to find out if the performance was
that much different from the P380, so | requested
a CW380 to test.

Kahr makes a point, in its owner's manual, of
informing you that the gun should have at least
200 rounds fired through it before it is can be con-
sidered to be properly broken in. With my P380,
that was initially a problem. There was a big rush
on .380s back in 2009, and ammo was scarce.
Since then, | have acquired a fairly large stash of
.380 ACP ammo, both FM] and specialized
defense loads. This is a good thing, because right
now we're going through another ammo shortage,
this time not limited to .380. Anyway, | was able to
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