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THOMPSON SUBMACHINE GUN
General John T. Thompson, a graduate of West Point, began his research in
1915 for an automatic weapon to supply the American military. World War |
was dragging on and casualties were mounting. Having served in the U.S.
Army's ordnance supplies and logistics, General Thompson understood that
greater firepower was needed to end the war.

Thompson was driven to create a lightweight, fully automatic firearm that
would be effective against the contemporary machine gun. His idea was “a
one-man, hand held machine gun. A trench broom!” The first shipment of
Thompson prototypes arrived on the dock in New York for shipment to Europe
on November 11, 1918 the day that the War ended.

In 1919, Thompson directed Auto-Ordnance to modify the gun for nonmilitary
use. The gun, classified a “submachine gun" to denote a small, hand-held,
fully automatic firearm chambered for pistol ammunition, was officially named
the “Thompson submachine gun” to honor the man most responsible for its
creation.

With military and police sales low, Auto-Ordnance sold its submachine guns
through every legal outlet it could. A Thompson submachine gun could be
purchas

DILLINGER'S CHOICE

While Auto-Ordnance was selling the Thompson submachine gun in the open
market in the '20s, Gen. Thompson was uncomfortably aware of what the guns
could do if in the wrong hands. To his distress, the submachine gun turned out
to be the weapon chosen by gangsters.

The “Tommy Gun", literally, made the ‘20s roar. Possessing tremendous
firepower, the Thompson submachine gun was an effective weapon. The
Thompson was used by gangsters, such as John Dillinger, Al Capone and Baby
Face Nelson

TRUSTED COMPANION FOR TROOPS

It was, also, in the mid ‘20s that the Thompson submachine gun was
adopted for service by an official military branch of the government. The U.S.
Coast Guard issued Thompsons to patrol boats along the eastern seaboard.
In 1928, Auto-Ordnance made a new Navy model to be used by Marines on
Naval gunboats.

World War Il began, and the Army recognized the need for the submachine
gun. The Thompson, simplified and more durable with the compensator and
cooling fins removed and a 30 round stick magazine, became the constant
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companion of American soldiers. Story, after story, tells how it was the fire of
the Thompson submachine gun that protected the villages, saved the troops
and won the battles in Europe and the Pacific.

HISTORICAL RESEARCH
Kahr Firearms Group is proud to preserve the legacy of Auto-Ordnance
Corporation, the original maker of the famous Thompson submachine gun. To
assure the historical accuracy of the Auto-Ordnance design, Kahr researched
the original engineering drawings. Hundreds of U.S. military microfiche and
hand drawings of the Thompson models dating back to 1919 were examined.
Thompson Submachine Gun - A Piece of American History

The Thompson submachine gun is a historical firearm. Each one is the union of
original design, quality materials and fine workmanship. An American legacy
preserved. Carried by the gangsters in the ‘20s. Trusted by the troops during
World War II. Find out how it feels to hold a Thompson submachine gun!

Put a Piece of American History in Your Hands.
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Auto-Ordnance
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The ULTRA barrel is a patented
high tech “tensioned” type
barrel featuring black anodized
aluminum with stainless breech
and muzzle caps. The
MLR22ATUT is threaded for a
silencer and comes with a
thread protector on the
threaded muzzle.
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